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RULES  or  THE  SENATE 


I.  The  speaker  shall  take  the  chair  each  day  at  the  hour  to 
which  the  Senate  stands  adjourned,  when  he  shall  call  the  members 
to  order,  and  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  cause  the  journal 
of  the  preceding  day  to  be  read,  which  the  Senate  shall  have  power 
then  to  correct. 

II.  The  order  to  be  observed  in  taking  up  business,  shall  be  as 
^follows: 

A  1st. — The  asking  leave  of  absence. 

A  2nd. — The  receiving  and  referring  of  petitions,  memorials,  remon- 
f  strances,  letters  and  documents ;  and  on  motion,  referring  such  as 


have  been  previously  presented  ;  and  appointing  additional  members 


on  committees. 

3rd. — The  receiving  of  reports  of  committees. 

4th. — The  reading  of  bills  in  their  places  by  members,  who  oU 
obtaining  leave  of  the  Senate,  may  present  the  same  to  the  chair. 

5th. — The  reading  of  bills  the  third  time. 

6th. — The  considering  of  reports  and  resolutions  previously  pre¬ 
sented,  and  the  referring  of  items  of  unfinished  business. 

7th.— The  offering  of  original  resolutions. 

8th. — The  considering  of  bills  in  the  following  order : 

First, — Those  in  which  the  Senate  has  made  progress  on  a  second 
reading. 

Second. — Those  in  which  the  committee  of  the  whole  has  made 
some  progress,  and  has  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

9th. — The  considering  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day. 

10th. — The  disposing  of  bills  upon  which  no  order  has  been  taken, 
each  of  which  shall  be  assigned  as  the  order  of  some  particular  day, 
unless  a  recommitment  be  directed. 
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III.  It  <>f' the 'Speaker  to  preserve  order,  pre¬ 


vent  personal  reflections,  confine  members  in  debate  to  the  question, 
and  when  two  or  more  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  decide  who 
shall  be  first  heard ;  but  an  appeal  in  all  such  cases  shall  lie  to  the 
Senate,  and  a  member  called  to  order  may  extenuate  or  justify. 


IV.  Members  speaking,  shall  address  the  Speaker,  and  when  pre¬ 
senting  a  paper,  shall  first  state  its  import.  Members  shall  not 
speak  more  than  twice  on  any  question  without  permission  of  the 
Senate,  nor  be  interrupted  when  speaking,  except  by  a  call  to  order 
by  the  Speaker,  or  by  a  member  through  the  Speaker,  or  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  to  explain,  or  by  a  call  for  the  previous  question. 

V.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  before  debate, 
be  stated  by  the  Speaker.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing, 
if  the  Speaker  or  a  member  require  it;  but  a  motion  may  be  with¬ 
drawn  by  the  member  making  or  seconding  it  before  amendment, 
postponement,  an  order  to  lie  on  the  table,  or  decision. 

VI.  Every  motion  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  members  making  and  seconding  it,  unless  it  should 
be  subsequently  withdrawn. 

VII.  A  question  regularly  before  the  Senate,  can  be  interrupted 
only  by  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  for  amendment,  postpone¬ 
ment,  commitment  or  adjournment. 

VIII.  A  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order,  except¬ 
ing  when  on  the  call  of  the  previous  question,  the  main  question 
shall  have  been  ordered  to  be  now  put,  and  the  question  taken  with¬ 
out  debate. 

IX.  The  motion  for  the  previous  question,  postponement,  or 
commitment,  shall  preclude  amendment  and  debate  on  the  original 
subject ;  (a  motion  to  postpone  shall  preclude  commitment.)  The 
previous  question  shall  not  be  moved  by  less  than  four  members. 


X.  On  all  questions  the  Speaker  shall  vote  last. 

XI.  Members  in  the  majority  only,  or  when  the  Senate  has  been 
equally  divided,  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  shall  move  the 
consideration  of  any  question  or  vote  which  may  have  been  deter¬ 
mined,  and  no  question  shall  be  reconsidered  but  once,  which  motion 
shall  lie  upon  the  table  one  day ;  but  no  motion  for  re-consideration 
shall  be  received  after  the  expiration  of  six  days,  exclusive  of  Sun¬ 
days,  from  such  determination. 
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XII.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous  to  its  being 
passed,  which  readings  shall  be  on  different  days. 

XIII.  No  bill  shall  be  amended  on  the  first  reading. 

XIV.  No  amendment  shall  be  received  by  the  Speaker,  which 
destroys  the  general  sense  of  the  original  section,  clause  or  para¬ 
graph. 

XV.  No  debate  shall  be  allowed  on  questions  of  order,  unless 
there  be  an  appeal  or  reference  by  the  Speaker  to  the  Senate. 

XVI.  On  filling  up  blanks,  the  question  shall  first  be  taken  on 
the  largest  sum,  greater  number,  and  most  distant  day. 

XVII.  All  bills  shall  be  considered  by  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

XVIII.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

XIX.  Every  member  of  a  committee  shall  attend  the  call  of  the 
chairman,  who  shall  be  the  first  named  person  on  such  committee, 
and  in  case  of  his  neglect  to  call  the  committee  together,  or  in  case 
of  his  absence,  by  sickness  or  other  cause,  the  committee  shall 
attend  the  call  of  the  next  person  named  on  the  committee. 

XX.  The  rules  and  proceedings  observed  in  the  Senate  shall  be 
observed,  as  far  as  they  are  applicable,  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

XXL  No  member  shall  absent  himself  without  leave  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate  first  obtained,  unless  prevented  from  attending  by  sickness  or 
other  sufficient  cause. 

XXII.  The  files  of  the  Senate  may  be  inspected  by  the  members, 
but  no  paper  shall  be  withdrawn  therefrom  without  the  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

XXIII.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  within  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
during  its  sessions,  except  the  Members  and  Officers  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  the  Governor,  Heads  of  Department, 
Ex-Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  Stenographers,  who  may  desire 
to  report  proceedings  of  the  Senate  for  publication  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Speaker ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  admitted  within  the 
lobby  of  the  Senate,  except  such  as  shall  be  invited  by  a  member  of 
the  Senate. 

XXIV.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall 
be  necessary  to  dispense  with  any  rule. 
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XXV.  Any  Senator  may  call  for  tlie  division  of  a  question, 
which  shall  be  divided  if  it  comprehends  questions  so  distinct,  that 
one  being  taken  away,  the  rest  may  stand  entire  for  the  decision  of 
the  Senate.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert,  shall  be  deemed  indi¬ 
visible.  But  a  motion  to  strike  out  being  lost,  shall  preclude  neither 
amendment  nor  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert. 

XXVI.  Every  bill  and  joint  resolution  which  may  be  received 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  which  may  be  read  by  a  Sen¬ 
ator  in  his  place,  shall  immediately  after  being  presented  to  the  Chair, 
be  referred  by  the  Speaker  to  the  appropriate  committee,  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

XXVII.  No  member  shall  read  in  his  place,  nor  shall  any  com¬ 
mittee,  either  standing  or  select,  report  any  bill  for  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  granting  corporate  powers  in  any  case  when  the  authority  of 
granting  such  powers  has  been  conferred  upon  any  of  the  courts  of 
this  Commonwealth,  except  bills  of  incorporation  for  religious  or 
charitable  purposes. 

XXVIII.  Immediately  after  the  nomination  to  the  Senate,  by  the 
Governor,  of  any  person  to  fill  a  judicial  station,  under  the  provision 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Speaker  shall  publicly  declare  the  same  from  the  chair,  and  cause  the 
message  with  any  accompanying  documents  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

XXIX.  At  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  ten  days  from  the 
time  of  such  nomination  being  made  and  announced,  as  aforesaid,  on 
the  Chaiiss'^eclaring  that  original  resolutions  are  in  order,  any  mem¬ 
ber  may  move\to  go  into  the  consideration  of  Executive  business  for 
the  purpose  of  actmg  on  said  nomination ;  and  on  the  motion  being 
agreed  to,  such  nomination  shall  be  considered  the  first  order  of  the 
day  until  finally  disposed  of,  unless  the  same  shall  be  postponed  by  a 
majority  of  the  Senate ;  but  such  business,  when  commenced,  shall 
not  be  postponed  for  more  than  five  days,  except  in  cases  of  an 
adjournment  of  the  body  for  a  longer  period. 

XXX.  The  rules  of  parliamentary  practice  comprised  in  Jeffer¬ 
son’s  Manual,  shall  govern  the  Senate  in  all  cases  to  which  they  are 
applicable,  and  in  which  they  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Senate  and  the  Joint  Rules  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

XXXI.  A  call  of  the  Senate  may  be  demanded  by  not  less  than 


four  members,  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  being  present.  Upon  a  call 
of  the  Senate,  the  names  of  the  members  shall  be  called  over  by  the 
Clerk,  and  the  absentees  noted  ;  after  which  the  names  of  the  absen¬ 
tees  shall  again  be  called  over,  and  those  for  whom  no  excuse  or  an 
insufficient  excuse  is  made,  may,  by  order  of  a  majority  of  a  quorum, 
be  taken  into  custody  as  they  appear,  or  may  be  sent  for  and  taken 
into  custody  wherever  to  be  found,  special  messengers  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  for  that  purpose. 
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